Mikotaj Kopernik urodzit sie w Toruniu 19 lutego
1473 roku w rodzinie bogatego kupca Mikotaja Ko-
pernika i Barbary z domu Watzenrode. Ochrzczono
go w kosciele parafialnym pod wezwaniem Swietych
Janéw Chrzciciela i Ewangelisty.

Warminskim, co najmniej do 1510 r., potem
we Fromborku. Po $mierci wujaw 1512 r.
poswiecit sie pracy na rzecz kapituty, petnigc
w niej funkcje kanclerza, wizytatora, wika-
riusza generalnego i administratora débr
kapitulnych. Z tytutu tego ostatniego zajecia
wyjezdzat do Olsztyna i tam rezydowat w la-
tach 1516-1518 i w 1520 r. W tym ostatnim
roku przygotowywat miasto do obrony przed
wojskami wielkiego mistrza krzyzackiego
Albrechta. W latach 1512-1519 astronom
powrdcit przede wszystkim do aktywnej
dziatalnos$ci naukowej. Poczynit w tym cza-
sie liczne obserwacje astronomiczne ruchu
planet, ktére pozwolity mu na przystgpienie
do pisania jego najwazniejszego dzieta

De revolutionibus.

W tym tez czasie (1517 r.) opracowat swojg
pierwsza rozprawe o reformie pienigdza
Rozmyslania. Miato to zwigzek z psuciem
monety przez Zakon, skargami stanéw na
ten proceder oraz misjg biskupa w Krélewcu,

gdzie miano zabiegaé o ukrécenie tych prak-
tyk. W 1528 r. Kopernika wciggnieto znow

w sprawy polityki monetarnej. Dzigki namo-
wom biskupa Ferbera astronom opracowat
przed marcem 1528 roku ostateczng wersje
swojego traktatu Rozprawa o biciu monety,
w ktérym wytozyt zasade, ze gorszy pienigdz
wypiera lepszy.

Po 1538 r. wycofat sie z aktywnego zycia
publicznego i przebywat we Fromborku.

W maju 1539 r. odwiedzit Kopernika we From-
borku profesor uniwersytetu w Wittenberdze
— Jerzy Joachim Retyk. Namoéwit on ostatecz-
nie Kopernika w 1541 r. do wydania swojego
dzieta drukiem. Okoto 21 marca 1543 roku
dzieto astronoma O obrotach sfer niebieskich
wyszto ostatecznie drukiem w Norymberdze.
Doktadna data jego $mierci nie jest znana.
Zmart krétko przed 21 maja 1543 r., chociaz
istnieje prawdopodobienstwo, ze nastgpito to
— zgodnie z datg umieszczong na poswieco-
nym mu epitafium — 24 maja.

Mikotaj Kopernik, ojciec astronoma (ok.
1425-1483), pochodzit z kupieckiej rodziny
z Nysy. W Toruniu osiadt w 1455 r,, gdzie

w 1458 r. ozenit sie z Barbarg Watzenrode
(ok. 1438-1495), cérka bogatego kupca
torunskiego tukasza, siostrg pdzniejsze-
go biskupa warminskiego tez tukasza
(1447-1512). Kopernikowie mieli 4 dzieci:
Barbare (ok. 1460~ ok. 1525), Katarzyne
(ok. 1471~ po 1509), Mikotaja (1473-1543)
i Andrzeja (ok. 1475- ok. 1518).

Mtody Mikotaj, podjat nauke w szkole para-
fialnej przy kosciele $w. Janéw w Toruniu
zapewne w wieku 7 lat. W latach 1489-1491
kontynuowat nauke w szkole braci Wspdl-
nego Zycia w Chetmnie. W 1491 r. wyjechat
razem z mtodszym bratem Andrzejem

na studia do Krakowa. Po $mierci matki

w 1495 r. bracia przerwali studia w Akademii
Krakowskiej i udali sie do wuja biskupa na
Warmie. Jeszcze w 1495 r. Mikotaj zostat
cztonkiem kapituty warminskiej. Latem
1496 r. wyruszyt Do Wtoch, by podja¢ studia
na uniwersytecie w Bolonii. W Bolonii
spotkat na swojej drodze wybitnego profe-

sora astronomii — Dominika Marie Novara
(1454-1504). Kontakt z tym uczonym wy-
wart znaczacy wptyw na pézniejsze poglady
Kopernika. Wiosng 1500 roku Kopernik
wspolnie z bratem wyjechat z Bolonii do
Rzymu na uroczystosci zwigzane z Rokiem
Jubileuszowym. Mikotaj Kopernik prowadzit
tam obserwacje za¢mienia Ksiezyca i wygto-
sit pierwszy swoj publiczny wyktad z astro-
nomii. Wiosng 1501 r. Kopernikowie wrécili
na Warmig, by uzyskaé zgode na kontynu-
owanie studiéw. Mikotaj miat kontynuowac
studia z medycyny w Padwie, a Andrzej stu-
dia prawnicze w Rzymie. Ostatecznie jednak
Kopernik nie ukonczyt studiéw medycznych
stosownym egzaminem i nie uzyskat tytutu
doktora. Nie przeszkadzato mu to jednak

w przysztosci w praktykowaniu medycyny.
Aby zados$¢uczynic¢ oczekiwaniom kapituty
musiat jednak osiggnac¢ jakis$ stopien nauko-
wy. Ostatecznie 31 maja 1503 roku Kopernik
uzyskat stopien doktora prawa kanoniczne-
go i jesienig tego roku powrécit na Warmie.

Odtad — az do Smierci w 1543 r. przebywat
gtéwnie na Warmii — najpierw w Lidzbarku
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Nicolaus Copernicus was born in Torun on

19 February 1473 to the family of wealthy merchant
Nicolaus Copernicus and Barbara (née Watzenrode).
He was baptised in the parish church of Saints John
the Baptist and Evangelist.

From then until his death in 1543, he

stayed mainly in Warmia - first in Lidzbark
Warminski, at least until 1510, then in
Frombork. After the death of his uncle in
1512, he devoted himself to the chapter,
serving as chancellor, visitor, vicar general
and administrator of the chapter estates.
Because of the latter occupation, he
travelled to Olsztyn and resided there from
1516 to 1518 and in 1520. In the last year,
he prepared the town for its defence against
the armies of the Teutonic Grand Master
Albrecht. In 1512-1519, the astronomer
returned primarily to active scientific

work. During this time, he made numerous
astronomical observations of the movement
of the planets, which enabled him to

begin writing his most important work,

De revolutionibus.

At this time (1517), he wrote his first treatise
on money reform, Meditations. The subject
of the paper concerned the issue of

spoiling of coinage by the Order, complaints
from the states about this practice and

the bishop’s mission to Konigsberg, where
efforts were made to curb this practice.

In 1528, Copernicus was again drawn into
matters of monetary policy. Thanks to the
persuasions of Bishop Ferber, the astronomer
drafted before March 1528 the final version
of the paper, Treatise on the Minting of Coin,
in which he postulated the principle that bad
money drives out good money.

After 1538, he withdrew from active public
life and resided in Frombork.

In May 1539, a professor at the University
of Wittenberg, George Joachim Rheticus,
visited Copernicus in Frombork.

He eventually persuaded Copernicus in
1541 to publish his work in print. Around
21 March 1543, the astronomer’s work

On the Revolutions of the Celestial Spheres
finally went out in print in Nuremberg.

The exact date of his death is not known.
He died shortly before 21 May 1543,
although it is likely that this occurred,
according to the date on the epitaph
dedicated to him, on 24 May.

Mikotaj Copernicus, the astronomer’s fa-
ther (c. 1425-1483), came from a merchant
family from Nysa. He settled in Torun in
1455, where in 1458, he married Barbara
Watzenrode (c. 1438-1495), daughter of
the wealthy Torun merchant Lucas, sister
of the later Bishop of Warmia, also Lucas
(1447-1512). The couple had four children:
Barbara (c. 1460- c. 1525), Katharina

(c. 1471~ c. 1509), Nicolaus (1473-1543)
and Andreas (c. 1475- c. 1518).

The young Nicolaus began his education

at the parish school in Torun at St John's
Church, probably at the age of 7. From

1489 to 1491, he continued his education

at the School of the Brothers of the Common
Life in Chetmno. In 1491, he left with his
younger brother Andreas to study in Krakow.
After the death of their mother in 1495,

the brothers discontinued their studies

at the Krakow Academy and went to join
their uncle, Bishop of Warmia. Still, in 1495,
Nicolas became a member of the Warmia
chapter. In the summer of 1496, he left for
Italy to study at the University of Bologna.

In Bologna, he met an outstanding professor
of astronomy, Dominic Maria Novara
(1454-1504). Contact with this scientist

had a significant impact on Copernicus’ later

views. In the spring of 1500, Copernicus and .

his brother travelled from Bologna to Rome 4 gm0 XXX Yol . N
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for the Jubilee Year celebrations. Nicolaus Do ‘lz‘z’f.

Copernicus conducted observations of

a lunar eclipse there and gave his first
public lecture on astronomy. In the spring
of 1501, the Copernicans returned to
Warmia to obtain permission to continue
their studies. Nicolaus was to continue

his studies in medicine in Padua, while
Andreas was to pursue legal studies in
Rome. In the end, however, Copernicus did
not complete his medical studies with the
required examination and did not obtain

a doctorate. However, this did not prevent
him from practising medicine in the future.
However, he had to earn a degree to satisfy
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the chapter’s expectations. Finally, on ornerepmicorroma iz PREZYDENT.PL  Gtisonsnd saerce public of Poand public of Poland
31 May 1503, Copernicus was awarded -
a doctorate in canon law and returned to Uiy [ oo uivessiry N FOLISHACADEMY OF SCIENCES
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Warmia in the fall of that year.
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